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Songkran is an annual holiday that’s
celebrated on the 13th of April in the
country of Thailand. The purpose of this
holiday is to celebrate the Thai New Year
by washing away one’s sins by soaking
each other’s bodies to cleanse the spirit,
which is thought to symbolize washing
away the previous year’s bad luck. 

On the 4th of April 2025, IPS celebrated
the annual holiday just before the long
awaited break. The event took over half the
day and was full of many exciting
performances as well as the iconic Mini-
market hosted by students, and of course
the highly anticipated water fights later in
the afternoon.

The celebration commenced with many
performances by multiple students,
beginning with an energetic and entertaining
dance from Keystage 1 students.
Afterwards, select students from Keystage 2
would perform another traditional inspired
dance, this time featuring hand-made
versions of the instrument known as a
“พิณ”, a lute shaped instrument with 3
strings and a pear-shaped base. The
Keystage 3-5 would soon join in on the
performances, featuring many more
traditional Thai dances and even a violin
solo!

After the dance performances concluded,
students ranging from K1 to Year 13,
including all SRC members, poured water
on the hands of teachers in a ceremonial
practice called ‘รดน้ําดําหัว’, a traditional
ritual that is seen as a show of respect to
elders.

Following this, the Thai Mini Market was
open to students, teachers, and parents. It
consisted of Thai snacks, drinks and
desserts sold by IPS students. Some game
booths were also installed as part of the
event by the Keystage 5 students, where
everyone had multiple choices of
entertaining games ranging from a “What’s
in the box” game to a classic shooting can
game.

The event concluded at 10:45 am, and
students resumed their regular classes. The
celebrations resumed later after lunch, in
which students threw water at each other in
water fights. Students were armed with toy
water guns and also participated in the IPS-
famous game, Sponge-the-Teacher. Overall,
the Songkran festival was a huge success
for the IPS community and an educational
experience for everyone.

By : Justin, Y12



In today’s world, where screen time often

replaces outdoor play and family meals are

increasingly rare, these nature-based

experiences are more important than ever.

Increased reliance on digital devices, sedentary

lifestyles, and unhealthy eating habits are

contributing to concerning trends in children’s

health and well-being, including rising obesity

rates.

As we approach the summer break, I encourage

all parents to spend quality time outdoors with

your children. Simple, regular outdoor activities

can benefit your child’s physical, emotional, and

mental health—and yours too. Let’s make time

for sunshine, fresh air, and what researchers call

“Vitamin G (Green),” as coined by the Natural

Learning Initiative. These moments can go a

long way in supporting a healthy, balanced

lifestyle.

On a separate note, I’m pleased to share an

update on our campus development at IPS

Bangkhae. Construction of Building B is

progressing according to plan, with multiple

teams diligently working toward timely

completion. We anticipate the building will be

finished by May 2026 and fully operational by

August 2026.
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MESSAGE FROM
SCHOOL

DIRECTOR
MRS. ALKA

Dear IPS Community,

It feels like only yesterday that we began on the

2024–2025 academic year, and yet here we are,

already approaching its conclusion. As we wrap

up the term, preparations are well underway for

our year-end academic programs. We are

working tirelessly to plan recognition and

graduation events that celebrate our students’

efforts and achievements, showcasing their

learning journeys and positive outcomes.

Throughout this term, our students have

actively participated in a wide range of events

and activities including various sports

competitions, the Model United Nations

(MUN), the Songkran Festival, Book Week,

and Earth Day celebrations.

I would like to highlight our Earth Day

initiatives in particular. IPS students took part

in multiple hands-on, nature-based activities

that fostered their connection with the

environment. Research shows that such

engagement with nature supports holistic

development, enhances creativity and problem-

solving abilities, boosts cognitive function, and

contributes to improved academic

performance.

As we close out the year, I wish all our

students and families a restful, joyful, and

safe summer break. We look forward to

welcoming everyone back on August 14,

2025.

Adios!

Warm regards,

Alka Pandey 

School Director 

Dear IPS Stakeholders,

As Term 3 draws to a close, I would like to
take a moment to reflect on the vibrant
tapestry of learning and celebration that has
shaped the past few months. It has been a term
filled with enriching experiences, showcasing
the spirit, creativity, and resilience of our
school community.

One of the standout moments was our Art and
Music Day, themed Harmonic Hues: Where
Colours and Sound Blend. It was truly
inspiring to witness the fusion of artistic
expression, as students showcased their talents
through visual arts and musical performances.
The harmonious blend of colours and sounds
created an experience that was both
memorable and uplifting.
Another highlight was our joyful Songkran
celebration, which brought the whole school
together in a vibrant display of tradition and
unity. From the colorful performances to the
meaningful water-pouring ceremony, and the
lively Thai market with food, games, and the
ever-popular “Sponge the Teachers” booth, the
day was filled with festive cheer and
community spirit.

Our commitment to environmental awareness
was also evident through the meaningful Earth
Day activities. Students took part in planting
activities, created seed bombs, and designed
environmental signage using recycled paper.
Initiatives like composting and the conscious
effort to switch off lights, fans, air
conditioners, and projectors during the first
lesson exemplified our shared responsibility to
protect the planet.
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This term also brought an unexpected

challenge with the earthquake experienced in

Bangkok, which led to the postponement of

our Parent-Teacher Meeting (PTM). I was

deeply proud of the calmness and resilience

shown by our students, staff, and parents.

Your understanding and cooperation during

that time were truly appreciated.

On the academic front, students engaged in a

range of stimulating learning experiences,

including our dedicated Math Day, where

classroom activities sparked curiosity and a

deeper appreciation for mathematics.

We were also incredibly proud to host our very

first Model United Nations (MUN) conference

this term. It was a milestone event, entirely

student-led, where our learners took the

initiative to organize, coordinate, and lead all

aspects of the event. Their leadership,

diplomacy, and collaboration were on full

display, making the event a resounding success

and a proud moment for the entire school.

As we approach the end of the term, students

are preparing for their final examinations. I

encourage everyone to remain focused and

committed during this important period.

Following the exams, we look forward to our

Recognition Days, where we will come

together to celebrate the hard work, progress,

and achievements of our students throughout

the academic year.

On the academic front, students engaged in

a range of stimulating learning experiences,

including our dedicated Math Day, where

classroom activities sparked curiosity and a

deeper appreciation for mathematics.

We were also incredibly proud to host our 

very first Model United Nations (MUN)

conference this term. It was a milestone event,

entirely student-led, where our learners took

the initiative to organize, coordinate, and lead

all aspects of the event. Their leadership,

diplomacy, and collaboration were on full

display, making the event a resounding success

and a proud moment for the entire school.

As we approach the end of the term, students

are preparing for their final examinations. I

encourage everyone to remain focused and

committed during this important period.

Following the exams, we look forward to our

Recognition Days, where we will come

together to celebrate the hard work, progress,

and achievements of our students throughout

the academic year.

As the school year comes to a close, I extend

my heartfelt gratitude to our devoted teachers,

supportive parents, and enthusiastic students.

Your contributions have made this year truly

special. I wish you all a restful and rejuvenating

summer break and look forward to welcoming

you back for another exciting academic year.

Warm regards,

Parminder Changchreonkul

School Primcipal
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FAREWELL,
BUT NEVER
GOODBYE

As I sit down to write this, I still can’t quite

believe it’s time to say goodbye.

Four years ago, I walked into IPS with a

heart full of hope, not knowing just how

much this place would change me. What

began as a new teaching chapter quickly

turned into something far more meaningful

—a journey of growth, creativity, and deep

connection.

IPS became my second home. The music

room became my heartbeat. And the

students? They became my family.

Together, we did more than learn music—

we created moments. I watched nervous

voices become confident storytellers, shy

dancers turn into stage leaders, and quiet

ideas bloom into full-fledged performances

that moved hearts. Every rehearsal, every

competition, every show was a step

forward—not just in skill, but in courage.

Some of the most unforgettable memories

I’ll carry with me came from the incredible

groups we built together. Alpha B was the

first. We started small, but you set the tone

for everything that followed. Then came

Blue Bird, blending vulnerability and

strength in your harmonies. NOALFAKTS

showed me the power of student-driven

creation—writing, recording, and sharing

music that was raw, real, and brave.

The IPS Choir and IPS Girls Choir became

the soul of our department. From singing

at ICONSIAM Christmas Celebration to

winning medals at VAMC,and Thai ICF—

you didn’t just sing. You connected. You

soared. You made people feel.

And how could I forget IPS Girls New Gen,

our dance team that lit up every stage and took

home 1st Place and Favorite Team Among

Peers at KPIS Music Challenge? You didn’t just

perform—you owned it.

These weren’t just clubs. They were

movements. Communities. Safe spaces. They

were proof that when students are given trust,

freedom, and a little bit of rhythm, they can

create magic.

To my students—thank you. For your trust.

Your late-night practices. Your bravery. Your

tears, your joy, your laughter. You gave me a

reason to show up every single day with love

and purpose. You reminded me, over and over

again, why music matters. Why teaching

matters.

To my fellow teachers and colleagues—thank

you for walking beside me, for your support and

friendship, and for celebrating every small win

as if it were your own. I’ve learned from you.

I’ve leaned on you. And I’m forever grateful.

To IPS Music Department, T. Pimsiri and T.

Janice—thank you for being not just amazing

colleagues, but true bandmates. Thank you for

your support through every concert, every

rehearsal crunch, and every wild idea. Thank

you for the laughter, the deep chats, and the

shared love of music. I could not have asked for

better people to walk this journey with.  

 

To the leadership team—thank you for believing in the

arts and allowing our program to grow. For giving me the

space to create, to fail, to start again, and to lead with

heart.

To the entire IPS community—thank you for showing

up. For cheering from the front row. For staying back

after concerts. For the notes, the hugs, the kind words in

passing. You made us feel seen.

Though I may be leaving IPS, the music we made

together will never leave me. It will echo in every step I

take from here. And I hope—truly hope—that a piece of

what we built will stay with you too.

So this isn’t a goodbye.

It’s a thank you.

Keep striving, keep performing, and never stop sharing

your talents with the world. And if you ever find yourself

searching the audience for a familiar face-just know, I'll

be there, cheering you on as a proud passenger on your

journey.

Tr.Nitchan



What should've been a typical Friday afternoon would end in

fear and uncertainty on March 28, 2025. A 7.7 magnitude

earthquake would strike at the heart of  Myanmar, causing

significant damage to infrastructure and the loss of  several lives

in the country. While Myanmar would witness the full effect of

the earthquake, other neighbouring countries, including China

and Vietnam, would also be affected by the tremors caused by

the quake. One of  the affected countries was the neighbouring

country of  Thailand, which would also be affected by the

earthquake.
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The earthquake occurred at 12:50 PM MMT, striking the

Sagaing region of  Myanmar. The earthquake's epicenter was

located close to Mandalay City, the second largest city in

Myanmar, just after Yangon. The quake would reach an

unimaginable magnitude of  7.7-7.9 on the Richter scale. The

2025 earthquake proved to be the most powerful earthquake to

strike Myanmar ever since 1912 and the second deadliest in

Myanmar's modern history, surpassed only by the 1930 Bago

earthquake. Major cities such as Mandalay, Sagaing, Nay Pyi

Taw, Bago, Magway, and Shan State were severely affected by

the devastation, with many infrastructures being destroyed and

reduced to rubble. By the time the dust had settled, over 5000

fatalities were confirmed by the Myanmar government.

While most of  the capital of  Bangkok remained relatively

untouched with a few minuscule amounts of  damage, a still-

under-construction building intended for the State Audit Office

located at Kamphaeng Road collapsed when the earthquake

struck, causing 92 confirmed deaths of  workers who were in the

building at the time. The skyscraper was the only building

affected by the earthquake in Thailand, and the collapse was one

of  the deadliest single instances of  structural failure in 

However, the earthquake scare did not end on the same day as

the earthquake itself. Three days later, on March 31, residents of

the Master Sathorn Executive apartment, as well as workers in

the Sinn Sathorn Tower located in Krung Thon Buri, were once

again forced to evacuate the area as the Sinn Sathorn Tower was

discovered to be tilting towards the residential area. Thankfully,

the tower didn't collapse onto the nearby apartment building,

yet the effects of  the earthquake still left a permanent

impression on the residents of  Master Sathorn Executive. 

Thailand's history. A later investigation found that the quality of

the steel used to construct the building was of  questionable

quality, as Industry Minister Akanat Promphan said at an on-site

news conference that "anomalies" had been found in the steel

and samples taken. The company responsible for the

construction of  the building, China Railway No.10 Engineering

Group, were found to have used steel bars from the Chinese

company Xin Ke Yuan Steel, which was found to be inadequate

at holding up the structure during a natural disaster. The cause

of  the collapse was later determined to be a mixture of

insufficient construction materials and soft, unstable ground

where the foundation of  the construction site was located.

While the earthquake only lasted for a few minutes, the effects it

caused on the countries of  Myanmar and Thailand are still felt

to this day. Over 5000 lives were lost in Myanmar and another

100 in Thailand as a result of  the earthquake. Yet, despite the

tragedy, humanity continues to move forward no matter the

cost. The International Pioneers School community would like

to send their most sincere condolences to all victims, families,

and relatives.

Earthquake 
Stroked 
MANDALAY

On May 1st 2025, thousands of Thai workers gathered at
Lan Khon Mueang Square during Labor Day to celebrate
workers’ contributions and to demand real change.
Colourful booths and cultural performances set the scene,
but the spotlight was on labour leaders calling for better
protections, fair pay, and job security.

Workers Rise Up! 

“This is not just about today,” said Panus Thailuan,
president of the National Congress of Thai Labour. “It’s
about fairness every day. It’s about dignity.”

The relay of workers would raise awareness on several
worker welfare systems, including Health and Safety of the
workers as well as Workplace Safety. Among the nine
demands presented 

Labor Day is an annual event where the contribution of
workers of the country who helped with the nation’s
economy is recognized. The very first Labor Day was
celebrated in New York City on Tuesday, September 5,
1882. By 1884, over 23 more states had adopted the national
holiday, which led to President Grover Cleveland signing a
law making the first Monday in September of each year
Labor Day on June 28, 1884. In 1972, Thailand would
officially recognize Labor Day as a national holiday, and it’s
now observed by both the Bank of Thailand as well as
several private sectors.

The heart of this potent rally was the ardent call for
reform; a resonant plea for enhanced protections and
equitable treatment for workers across the kingdom. With
unwavering determination, the marchers proudly wielded
signs and banners, underscoring pressing labor issues like
equitable wage adjustments and fair compensation during
maternity leave.

 and civilians, Labour Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn
graciously received these pivotal proposals.

While the mood remained peaceful, the message from Thai
workers was loud and clear: respect our rights, or hear
from us again next May.

were calls for a national risk insurance fund and stronger
laws against unpaid layoffs. In a notable engagement
between the Thai government

Labour Day Sparks Fresh Demands
in Bangkok

By : Justin, Y12

By : Kyaan Y8
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took part. Their efforts and

talent truly made the day

shine.

And of  course, no celebration

is complete without snacks!

Everyone brought something

to share, turning class time

into a friendly feast full of

delicious treats.

This year’s Art and Music Day

was not just an event - it was a

joyful celebration of  creativity,

talent, and togetherness.

Here’s to many more

moments like this! 

Understanding AS and A Levels at IPS
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Subject Choices
Every year, Year 12 and Year 13 students take AS and A level examinations. Students are required to
choose a minimum of 3 and a maximum of 4 subjects. Usually, students focus on 3 because it is less
stressful and easier to manage time. IPS offers 13 subjects in total. The subjects offered include
Computer Science, Mathematics, Statistics, Mechanics, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Business,
Economics, Accounting, English, Psychology and Global Perspectives & Research. However, Global
Perspectives & Research is only offered in A levels. If students wish to take this subject, studying
English at AS level is compulsory. Moreover, if Mathematics is chosen, students must also take either
Mechanics or Statistics. Mechanics and Accounting are the least popular choices this school year. Only 3
students take Mechanics and 5 students take Accounting. Mathematics is known to be the most popular
choice this year. Only 5 students don’t take Maths. 

Compulsory subjects 
In addition to chosen subjects, all students must study Overseas and Local Career Counseling, Thai,
PSHE, PE and Community Service classes. Also, every week, students have to do a 45-minute internship,
where they help with kids’ library classes or ICT classes. Community service of 24 hours must be
completed by the end of the school year. This is usually done by opening stalls during school events.
During career counseling classes, Teacher Ann and Teacher Meez will prepare the students for
university and provide them with options for their future. Additionally, to ensure that students don’t
forget their Thai culture, there would be Thai classes thrice a week, where students learn about
cultures and traditions. This is taught by Teacher Sa. 

Exam Boards and Internal Curriculum
Most subjects follow the Pearson Edexcel exam board, while Psychology, Computer Science, and
English use the Cambridge (CIE) board. IPS offers an internal curriculum for students who didn’t pass
their IGCSEs. Instead of external exams, final scores are based on classwork and term grades.

My personal experience and advice
For my subject choices, I chose Accounting, Economics and Business. This is because I’m more interested
in the field of Finance. The syllabus is tough and quite lengthy, but I’ve received support from Teacher
Ali, Teacher Freddie and Teacher Moses. For those who plan to take similar subjects as me, I advise you
to manage your time wisely, especially when answering the papers. Finishing on time is one of the biggest
challenges I faced. Make sure to practice the past papers, memorize the theory and don’t procrastinate.
Start preparing yourself early on because it takes a lot of time to go through the syllabus. Overall, it
can be intense but with practice, it’s definitely manageable.

Ana nya  (Anna) Y12

To remind and promote the
importance of health and well-
being to the IPS community, as well
as to instill a sense of community
service among the students, the IPS’
Years 12 and 13 were delighted to
exclusively take part in the
organizing process for the health
event “IPS Fun Run 2025: Wave 7.”
IPS Fun Run is a fundraising event
that was designed to encourage
unity and active community
involvement among the students in
the valued IPS community, which
was held at Thailand’s first public
park — Lumpini Park, for the
seventh wave on the morning of 
Sunday 23rd March 2025. Therefore,
Key Stage 5 students (Y12-Y13) were
assigned to different roles and
responsibilities — in order to ensure
the participants’ safety and the flow
throughout the event. 

teachers and the student organizers
were already standing-by at the park
around 5:30 am to make sure the
event will be safe and fun for all
participants. Later on, after the staffs
made sure all participants were
gathered at the Octagon Pavilion
(Sala Bhirom Bhakdi), the three
categories for each group of
participants were then officially
announced: Category A (1 Round, 2.5
km, K1-Y2 IPS Students, or below 7
years old for non-IPS Students),
Category B (1 Round, 2.5 km, Y3-Y6
IPS Students, or below 11 years old
for non-IPS students.), Category C (2
Rounds, 5 km, Y7-Y13 IPS students,
or Parents/Teachers/12 years old and
above). Next, Harshit and Aarush
from Y13 were then welcomed to lead
the warm up through some dynamic
stretches and exercises. They were
indeed amazingly energetic despite
the early morning time! 

The time of registration started at 6
o’clock in the morning, yet all the 

7 a.m., after the fun and exciting
warm-up, the participants were
finally getting ready for the run. To
ensure the directions and the
guidelines were followed, there were
student staff along the track to guide
them. Still, the event must come to
an end regardless. The parents and
the students were enjoying the
morning run in the 142-acre large and
beautiful Lumpini park along with
the assistance of the student staff
team to ensure their safety until they
didn’t realize how fast time flies. The
event has later on reached the time
for the awarding ceremony for the
following winners in the time of 9
a.m, which was the last part of the
IPS Fun Run: Wave 7 event.

Congratulations to all the winners in
each category! — Category A: 1st
Place - A040, Siyapat (New Year)
Y2B, IPS Krungthonburi; 2nd Place -
A017, Phakkinee (Pei Pei) K1, IPS
Krungthonburi; 3rd Place - A036,
Ayaan Siddiqui (Ayaan), Y2B, IPS
Krungthonburi. 

Category B: 1st place: B024 -
Chatchanon (Cooper) Y5A, IPS
Krungthonburi; 2nd place: B008 -
Charoen (Size-S) Y3B, IPS
Krungthonburi; 3rd place: B023 -
Aarav Y5A, IPS Krungthonburi.

Category C: 1st place: C100 -
Pannathat (Pun Pun), ex-student at
IPS; 2nd place: C101 - Mr.Pisit,
parent; 3rd place: C095 - Teacher
Simon, IPS teacher. 

Last but not least, the event wouldn’t
be perfect without the kind sponsors
and the IPS families who made the
event possible — Fiber Master Auto
Mag and Body Kit Technician Co.,
Ltd., Mr. Pichai Theptiamtat, Mr.
Phoompat Luengcharoennugoon &
Ms. Thamonworapun
Yongwongpattana, Ms. Jurarat
Tuangthanakul, Mr. Akkasit
Pahonyut & Ms. Panita Nontaleeluk,
Mr. Sunthon Jirawitthayakhom & Ms.
Duangkamon Sirisarn, Ms. Panward
Amolchutisara, Mr. Sanchai Janyai &
Ms.Nachthikan Kangvarnnithipong,  

Mr. Krissanapong Panthong, Ms.
Chanraem Sornsuphap, Ms.
Soma Chatterjee, Ms.
Ratanaporn Jaisamer, Ms.
Chuleewan Asavavittoontip, T.
Aileen, T. Christry Abuda Mino.

IPS WAVE 7IPS WAVE 7

Art and Music Day was a blast
this year, packed with creativity,
color, and sound! The entire
school was buzzing with
excitement as students explored all
sorts of artistic and musical
experiences. From classrooms to
running tracks, every corner of
the campus had something fun
and inspiring to offer.

One of  the biggest attractions

was the F1 simulator, giving

everyone a chance to step into a

digital world full of  imagination.

Outside on the running tracks,

colorful booths lined the area,

each offering unique activities

like face painting, mini-games,

and hands-on art stations. It felt

like a festival of  creativity under

the open sky!

Inside, there was a surprise waiting

in the covered court - a lively

karaoke setup! Students sang their

hearts out to their favorite tunes,

filling the air with music and

laughter. Nearby, others enjoyed

some peaceful coloring time and

classroom fun, making crafts and

playing music-themed games. Even

downstairs, the fun didn’t stop -

every space was alive with energy.

A special part of  the day was the

Art Battle, where students

competed in 

creating amazing pieces based

on this year’s theme:

Harmonic Hues. It was

incredible to see how

everyone expressed the

harmony between visual art

and sound. Big

congratulations to all the

winners - and to everyone

who 

By : Dhyana Desai, 8B

Art and Music Day: 
A Creative Celebration to Remember

By : Bhokin Y12
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